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center of gravity round which the universe re"
volved.

Of course, such a belief could not hold the field
forever. Buddha boldly broke down the barriers
and proclaimed the need of the soul, the longing
for self-sacrifice, the ecstasy of annihilation, the
passion for the great Peace. But Gautama was
not in the direct line, so to speak, of our develop'
ment. We follow a nobler teaching.

Jesus brought into the world a new appeal
and a new gospel. With supreme confidence He
addressed himself directly to the soul. Before a
world whose ideal was Pericles, He held up the
innocence of a child and preached pity, forgive-
ness, and love to men whose highest ideal was
moderation and justice. We owe Him the new
commandment "that ye love one another." And
ever since, paganism and Christianity, individual'
ism and altruism, have been at war.

The growth of modern scientific knowledge
strengthened the old pagan belief in individual'
ism astonishingly and in almost equal degree
weakened the sanction of Christianity. In other
ways, too, science undermined Christian teaching,
made it impossible to believe in Christian mir'
acles, or in the resurrection of the body, or In a
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